Gravity (Seriousness)       


                  Bro. Patrick Tierney     La Salle College
Strangely enough when I first thought about the question of being a “serious” teacher I thought of two sportsmen.
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"How do you plead?"




The first was John McEnroe at one time World tennis champion and a somewhat fiery character on court. There was the famous occasion when he questioned the decision of the umpire with the words: “You can’t be serious?” John McEnroe was a serious tennis player!
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The second sportsman to come to mind was Bill Shankley, manager of Liverpool football club. When interviewed on one occasion he spoke the famous lines: “Football is not a matter of life and death. It’s far more important than that.” Obviously Bill Shankley and the Liverpool players and fans take their football seriously.
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The third notion that came into my head was how seriously the Chinese people have regarded education down the centuries. Famous teachers such as Confucius, Mencius and Lao Tsz have left a legacy of wisdom and knowledge. As serious teachers they also attracted serious student disciples. “Learning without thought is labour lost; thought without learning is perilous.” This quotation of Confucius perhaps sums up their approach to the joys of learning.
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And then there is that great Patron of Teachers, John Baptist de la Salle. Towards the end of his life, he made out a list of 12 virtues of a good teacher. For whatever reason, gravity or seriousness heads the list. We also find La Salle advising his teachers that unless they are usually serious their students “will not expect to hear you say anything worthwhile.”

I like the mention of “usually”. We are not to be over serious and should preserve our sense of humour.

