GRAVITY  (SERIOUSNESS)


 Bro. Patrick Tierney
  La Salle College
I was a teacher of English. The “highlight” of the week was the day that the marked compositions were returned. I think I can classify my strategies as over-serious and just about right.

Over-serious:

I would get so worked up about the weakest essays that I sometimes literally threw them back at the “culprits”. This was especially so when their poor grammar was matched by equally poor presentation and penmanship. On one famous occasion I threw some compositions out the window. I think that was going a bit far!
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About right:

I selected excerpts from some of the best, average and weakest and either typed them out for handouts or wrote them on the blackboard. The class seemed to appreciate this and we had a reasonably serious time admiring the best and correcting the others. As far as I can remember I did not mention names, and certainly not of the weakest.
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