Gravity (Seriousness)



     Bro. Patrick Tierney    La Salle College
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	I “inherited” a Form 5 class for English. The problem was that while I was really serious they were not, or at least did not appear so.

I understood that this class had been allowed unusual liberties in Form 4. Their Form 4 teacher had his/her own ideas about class discipline and learning atmosphere.

Since I was a “serious” teacher by nature I had to try and rein the students in.  It took me the whole year and I think I never fully succeeded.

I was pleasant and cajoled them. I scolded and corrected them. I pretended to be angry and shouted at them. I was sometimes really angry and shouted more.
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	What I should really have aimed for is stated so beautifully by Brother Agathon in this first virtue of a good teacher. While remaining serious the teacher should “take care to preserve calm through his even temper and good humour.”

Of course it is easier said than done (but at least we know the right direction.)




