The Threshold of China

By Dr the Honourable Sir Albert Rodrigues C.B.E., E.D., J.P.
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Doctor the Hon. Sir Albert Rodrigues Kt. CBE. LLD. J.P. is and has been one of the outstanding figures in public life of Hong Kong. He has received numerous honours from Portugal. France, Vatican (Knight Grand Cross of St Sylvester). By profession he is a Medical Practitioner with wide experience abroad and at present, Medical Supervisor of St Paul’s Hospital and current Chairman, Action Committee Against Narcotics. In public life he was long time member of the Urban Council, Executive Council (seven years) and Senior Member of the Legislative Council. During his young days he was a top athlete representing Hong Kong in Cricket, Hockey, and still keeps up interest as Chairman of the Jubilee Sports Centre.

BROTHERS ARRIVE IN 1875

The dawn of the Catholic Church in Hong Kong coincides with the foundation of the Island as a British Crown Colony.


In 1845 a number of Portuguese began to emigrate from Macao in search of better prospects and a better living in Hong Kong. A school, St. Savior’s was opened for European children. But the demand still remained and Bishop Raimondi after much pleading with the major superiors finally obtained six Brothers who became the first Community of Brothers of the Christian Schools in Hong Kong in 1875. The little band arrived in Hong Kong after a tedious voyage of 42 days. The first school was named for St. Joseph. In 1876 a fine house was bought by Bishop Raimondi in Caine Road.

COMPETITIVE EXAMINATION

A notable event occurred in 1878 when Sir John Pope Hennessy arrived in the Colony, whose views on education were decidedly in advance of his predecessors; he changed the wording in the Education Code and removed one of the disabilities of the confessional schools. Henceforth all schools were entitled to Government Grants and the Brothers at once applied for admission as a Grant-in-Aid School. In 1881 the College was transferred to a new property on Robinson Road. At the Speech Day, 1884 the Governor reminded the students of the importance of English as he had opened posts in the public service to competitive examination, opening an intensive field of honourable service before native youths of the Colony.

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

The Christian Brothers, recognized the world over as being among the leaders in the field of education, can be said to be among the pioneers in this important aspect of Hong Kong Community life. St. Joseph’s soon had a prominent place among the leading educational establishments of the Colony and with its boarding department its influence radiated to all parts of the Far East.


The early Brothers were of mixed nationalities but French and Irish dominated prior to World War One while between the two wars, most of the recruits were Irish or from Central Europe.

EXPOSURE TO DIVERSE CULTURES

I was one of the graduation Class of ’27 and the names of my teachers flash quickly to mind, － Brothers Paul, Augustus, Richard, Felix and Cassian, covering the following nationalities, Irish, Malaysian, Burmese, Ceylonese and French and it was the exposure to these cultures that formed the backdrop, as it were, to my education during those formative years. Education under the Christian Brothers was and is education in its broadest sense. They were the happiest days of my youth.

We studied and worked hard, but we also played hard and enjoyed many extracurricular activities, outings, picnics, scouting etc. The Annual School Sports was a special event and preceded the Inter-school Sports when our closest rival was usually St. Paul’s College and later Queen’s College. At this meet which was always held at the Happy Valley Racecourse those who did not participate nevertheless turned up in great numbers to cheer on the ‘Green & White’ expending nearly as much energy in doing so as the participants.

BROTHER AIMAR


It may be difficult to pinpoint the individual names of the ‘Gallant and the Brave’ in a short history as this, but is would be remiss if in this rejoicing of the Tercentenary Jubilee the name of Brother Aimar is not specifically mentioned. He pioneered the expansion of the Christian Brothers Schools in Hong Kong. In 1918 he purchased the old ‘ Club Germania’ in Kennedy Road, and built a very practical wing facing the peak Tramway and with an additional wing adjoining the two built later, this building still stands as the main School in Hong Kong Island. When many Portuguese families moved over to Kowloon, a Branch School was opened in Chatham Road to save students commuting, and later he purchased a fine piece of land in the Kowloon Tong area where La Salle College was built.


La Salle College’s beautiful building has been replaced by a modern building with a most complete sports complex and it must rank among the best in the Far East. As Chairman of the Jubilee Sports Centre, a Sports Complex which will be completed in Shatin in a few years’ time to train Hong Kong’s most promising sportsmen and sportswomen, I am happy to be associated with the Christian Brothers again, as they have very kindly allowed the Jubilee Sports Centre the use of their sports amenities until our own is ready.


In 1968 I was greatly honoured by the Christian Brothers when they made me a ‘Benefactor of the Schools of the Christian Brothers’. As one of them I therefore rejoice also on this very happy occasion and offer the Christian Brothers my very sincere congratulations and good wishes for continuing success in their important and rewarding work.

